
Why Safety Flooring Matters for 
Schools & Healthcare Settings

When a floor fails in a school corridor, a hospital ward, or a care home bathroom, the 
consequences can be immediate. Slip risks rise, hygiene standards become harder to 
maintain, and everyday movement gets more difficult for the people who rely on that 
space.

That is why safety flooring is a safety-critical specification, not just a finish choice. In the 
right setting, it helps reduce accidents, supports cleaning routines, and gives staff, pupils, 
patients, and visitors a more reliable surface underfoot.

Key point — The best flooring choice is the one that performs under pressure: wet 
shoes, spills, heavy footfall, and frequent cleaning all need to be part of the decision.

What Safety Flooring Is

Safety flooring is designed to provide slip resistance even when the surface is wet. It is 
commonly used where there is a higher chance of spills, tracked-in moisture, or repeated 
cleaning with water and disinfectants.

The slip resistance comes from the surface construction itself. Many safety floors use 
aggregates or embossed particles in the wear layer to create grip and help the floor 
perform consistently over time.

In the UK, a widely used benchmark is a pendulum test value (PTV) of 36+ when wet. That 
rating is often used as a practical indicator that the floor is suitable for demanding 
environments where safety cannot be left to chance.

Why It Matters in Schools



Schools are busy, fast-moving places. Children and staff move through corridors, dining 
areas, toilets, and entrance zones all day, often carrying bags, drinks, or equipment. Add 
wet shoes on rainy days or a spill in a busy hallway, and slip risk increases quickly.

Safety flooring helps schools manage those everyday risks more effectively. It supports 
safer movement in high-traffic areas and gives facilities teams a surface that is easier to 
maintain consistently.

Typical school benefits include:

Better slip resistance in entrance areas and circulation spaces
Improved performance where wet shoes and spillages are common
A more dependable surface for cleaning teams working to tight schedules

Why It Matters in Healthcare

Healthcare environments need more than basic durability. Floors in hospitals, clinics, and 
care homes must support hygiene, resist cleaning chemicals, and perform safely under 
repeated washing and disinfection.

That is especially important in areas such as wards, treatment rooms, bathrooms, and 
circulation routes, where cleanliness and predictable footing both matter. A well-specified 
safety floor helps reduce avoidable risk without making day-to-day cleaning harder.

When specifying for healthcare, it is important to consider:

Hygienic performance and cleanability
Chemical resistance for routine disinfection products
A surface that maintains slip resistance when wet
Construction details that support a sealed, low-risk finish

What to Look for When Specifying Safety Flooring

The right product choice should balance safety, cleaning, and lifespan. Before you specify, 
check the details that determine whether the floor is genuinely fit for the space.

PTV rating, especially the wet slip resistance value
Wear class for the level of traffic the space receives
Heat-welded seams for improved hygiene and moisture control
Chemical resistance for healthcare cleaning regimes
Manufacturer accreditation and compliance support



How George Holliday Flooring Can Help

Choosing safety flooring for a school, hospital, or care setting should feel clear, not 
complicated. George Holliday Flooring can help you assess the space, recommend 
suitable products, and supply and install certified safety flooring that matches the 
demands of the environment.

If you need expert guidance for a project in Bolton or anywhere across the North West, get 
in touch for professional advice, supply, and installation support you can rely on.

Speak to George Holliday Flooring today for certified safety flooring solutions across 
Bolton and the North West.


